
Saxon Spires Patient Participation Group 

Minutes of  Virtual Meeting held on 

Tuesday 2nd February 2021 

18.30 p.m. – 19.30 

 

Attending 

Anne Strudwicke (Chairman),  Louise Martin (Vice-Chairman),  Barbara Hogg (Secretary), 

Claire Deare (Practice Manager),  Dr. Julie Railson,  Graham Wood (Treasurer), Sarah 

Farrell,   Pam Bates (Minutes Secretary), Mike Parsons, Ken Attwood,  Jenny Theairs,  Sue 

Brady, Keith Dobell 

 Apologies    Lottie Johnson-Cole, Dr. Julia Boon 

Matters arising from previous Minutes      Anne reported that she had been to see Sarah 

Little who had given her lots of exercises and information which she had found very helpful 

but no actual treatment.  Julia explained Sarah’s role as MSK Practitioner in more detail and 

said she was a first contact physiotherapist and able to advise on an appropriate course of 

action in order to take the pressure off the GP’s and free up time in general practice.  Claire 

explained how referral is made. 

Practice News:    Claire reported on the COVID Vaccination Programme and that working in 

conjunction with Weedon and Greens Norton Medical Practice, they were currently inviting 

the over 70 age group and clinically extremely vulnerable.   The Government has asked all 

NHS organisations involved to vaccinate everyone in groups 1-2 by 15th February.   

1.  Older adults’ resident in care homes and care home workers 

2.  All those 80 years of age and over and health and social care workers.   

3. All those aged 75 and over 

4. All those aged 70 and over and clinically extremely vulnerable individuals. 

Northamptonshire has been ahead of other areas in the country and as of 25th January a 

mass vaccination centre was opened at Moulton Park and eligible patients have received 

invitation letters to that site too.  The invitations sent to our PCN’s designated site at 

Weedon have been sent by the Practice using text message.  Invitations for the mass 

vaccination centre are sent centrally so patients may have received two invitations and 

were free to choose to attend whichever site they wished. 

Patients who do not have a mobile phone were being phoned directly, or if unable to 

contact a letter sent.  As the Practice do not always get a lot of notice about the delivery 

schedule, it had been all hands on deck to invite patients, and Claire said how proud she was 

of our team. 
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Our PCN are in the top 10. Sue and Keith had both been to Weedon and gave very good 

feedback.  Sarah asked if there had been a good turnout  as she had felt they were waiting 

for people to turn up.  Claire said the PCN has not wasted a single dose.  All staff have been 

vaccinated too.  Claire stressed the importance of not contacting the surgery re vaccination 

appointments.    

There was unanimous appreciation of the brilliant way in which the Practice had dealt with 

the vaccination programme.  

New Clinical Roles  As mentioned earlier the first contact musculoskeletal (MSK) team is 

now fully staffed and working.  When a patient phones for an appointment, if it is a 

condition that a first contact physio or podiatrist can deal with, they are booked in with that 

team rather than a GP.  It is a patient choice though and they are not forced to see an MSK 

practitioner if they don’t want to. 

Sarah Little works on Monday afternoons and on Tuesdays and Antonio Palumbo (first 

contact physiotherapist) works on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

Richard Little (first contact podiatrist) works on Wednesdays.  All three are supervised by 

MSK Specialist GP Dr. Susie Northover and these roles are all funded through the Primary 

Care Network, alongside our clinical pharmacist Rafica Ahmed.  A second clinical 

pharmacist is also being recruited.   It is early days, but the system seems to be working 

well and positive feedback has been received. 

Break In at Brixworth 20th January    There was an attempted burglary at Brixworth and 

it is believed the intent was to break into the dispensary when the surgery was closed but at 

7.00 p.m. there were still staff on site and the burglar ran away having broken into the 

meeting room.  They were arrested by police and a man has been charged. 

New Telephone system.   The contract has been signed and it is hoped the new system will 

be up and running  some time in April.  It will be much more flexible than the present 

system, and any changes will be able to be made by surgery staff. 

Update on Carers Virtual Drop In    Ken, Barbara, Keith and Anne had attended last meeting.   

There were many things being put on the Carers Web site including social activities, speakers on  

specific topics,  which were well worth looking at.  It was disappointing that not many took part in 

these sessions as this is a fantastic and important organisation – though it was appreciated this is a 

very demanding role and time may be very limited. 

Barbara reported that there are two local taxi services, Holcot cars in Holcot  and Flat Cab Cabs in 

Brixworth who are offering free transport to vaccination sites and will wait and bring you back 

afterwards.  There is a barrier in each cab.   

AGM 2021    There had been no AGM in 2020 though the accounts were audited and it was agreed 

our next meeting and AGM would be held on 13th April 2021.    Anne, Barbara, Pam and Graham  
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agreed to stand for another year and Louise also if  the group were happy to maybe only see her 

‘once in a blue moon’ because of family commitments. 

Treasurers Report:   There had not been any activity at all since the last meeting and there was 

still  £171.49 in the group fund, £592.40  in the Surgery Appeal Fund and £1286.00 in the JG 

Crowdfunding.     

Any Other Business:  Julie and Claire asked if they had any ideas re the money in the 

Appeal Fund and Crowdfunding.     Claire said that the Coffee Machine discussed previously 

had been ordered. 

Keith commented that Patient Access getting more and more difficult. 

Barbara mentioned a topic on TV’s Countryfile which had featured a GP surgery which had 

created a garden in spare ground at the Practice as a form of therapeutic treatment for 

patients with difficulties.    Dr. Railson said Dr. Boon was very keen on this idea too. 

Louise said she had had occasion to go to the surgery as an emergency and said how 

efficient and helpful everyone had been from receptionist to doctor, which had really 

helped. 

Date and Time of  Next Meeting  and A.G.M   Tuesday 13th April at 6.30 

p.m. on Zoom 

Pam Bates 

Minutes Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


