
Saxon Spires Patient Participation Group 

Minutes of  Virtual Meeting held on 

Tuesday 1st December 2020 

18.30 p.m. – 19.45 p.m.  

 

Attending 

Anne Strudwicke (Chairman),   Barbara Hogg (Secretary), Claire Deare (Practice Manager),  

Dr. Neal Kennedy,  Pam Bates (Minutes Secretary), Mike Parsons, Ken Attwood,  Sarah 

Farrell, Jenny Theairs,  Sue Brady, Keith Dobell, Carol Phillips (Governor of Northants 

Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust) 

 Apologies     Jean Templeman,  Lottie Johnson-Cole, Richard Truby 

Matters arising from previous Minutes   - No matters arising  

Practice News:    Claire reported that flu immunisations were going well with nearly all 

over 65’s and those  under 65 at risk having received this and that there had been a 75% 

uptake for over 65’s (highest ever) and 53%  for 16-65 at risk group.  At least 3 invitations 

per patient had been sent to ensure everyone eligible had had the opportunity.  As of 1st 

December 50 – 64 age group vaccinations were underway.  There are 2,616 patients in this 

group and 1000 vaccines had been obtained from the Department of Health and Social Care 

central stockpile.  There were limits on the number and frequency of doses the Practice can 

obtain so when this stock is used they will try and order more but this is out of their control.  

2021 stocks have been ordered too. 

The COVID Vaccination Programme   There is some disconnect between messages going 

out from Government to the national media and the communications from NHS England to 

Practices – but it is believed the vaccinations for COVID will be happening some time in 

December.  There are likely to be 3 vaccines, all of which are currently going through the 

licensing process.   NHS England have asked each primary care network to nominate a 

designated site where vaccination of patients from the PCN will be delivered.  General 

Practices will not be the only providers – hospitals and mass vaccination sites included as 

well.  Claire then detailed interim advice about the priority of groups for the vaccine.    After 

careful consideration of the pros and cons, Saxon Spires has decided not to be a designated 

site, the demands being quite onerous and each site expected to deliver a minimum of 975 

vaccinations a week (7days where needed).  The BioNtech vaccine has to be stored below 

80 degrees and once delivered can only be kept in a normal vaccine refrigerator for 7 days.   

The Practice felt it would not be possible to meet these expectations and still maintain a 

satisfactory clinical service to patients. The designated site for our PCN will be at Weedon 

Medical  Practice and all 5 PCN practices are looking into staffing the designated site.  When 
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 other vaccines become available with storage and delivery mode similar to the flu vaccine, 

the Practice plan to sign up to deliver these. 

New Clinical Roles   The new PCN staff are settling well – Rafica Ahmed (clinical 

pharmacist 5 days a week)  and Sarah Little (MSK practitioner) are now routinely seeing 

patients.  It had been decided to call our first contact physio “MSK  practitioner” to help 

explain what she does better.  Practitioner Sarah’s MSK appointments are face to face.  As 

there are GP’s in the PCN with a specialised interest in musculoskeletal medicine it has been  

decided to develop the MSK roles. 

A  first contact podiatrist (Richard) will be joining in January and a second physio (Antonio) 

also joins the PCN in January – though unsure if he will be at Saxon Spires.  A third physio 

for the PCN and a second clinical pharmacist for our practice are also being recruited. 

An order is in place for a new phone system Surgery Connect with a company called X-ON 

and it is hoped to agree a “go live” date shortly.   

Change of personnel at Guilsborough Pharmacy     The pharmacy has recruited a new 

superintendent pharmacist  to replace Katie who is pursuing a new career in clinical 

pharmacy at another practice.    The new pharmacist will be joining in January and will be 

working closely with the practice team to lead on the development of the hybrid pharmacy.    

It has now been decided where to site the reception desk at Guilsborough and we are now 

awaiting the final plans to be sent through by the architect.   

Carol Phillips – Role as Governor for NHFT   Carol began her presentation by detailing 

her background, having  lived in the Brixworth since 1989 and worked at the University of  

Northampton but now retired becoming firstly a member and now a Governor of the 

Northants Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust as she wanted to have a voice.     She went on 

to display several slides which detailed the structure and working aims of the Foundation 

Trust which had 4500 staff, a £216m budget and 12,000 members.  The Council of 

Governors consisted of 13 Public Seats, 11 Patient Seats, 5 Staff Seats and 8 Patient Seats, 

their main role to represent the interest of the general public and oversee the performance 

of the Board of Directors.  Any member could become a governor, but must be over 16, a fit 

and proper person able to attend meetings of the Council.   

Carol had found this post very rewarding and had gained a good insight into the workings of 

the NHFT.   The length of office is three years and then re-election for another three.    

Barbara has Carol’s email address for anyone interested in becoming a member or 

governor.  Anne thanked Carol for coming to our meeting.  

Update on Carers Virtual Drop In.  Ken, Barbara and one carer had joined the meeting today 

and they had had some relaxation.  Ken felt  that listing all meetings in advance might help draw in 

more members.    
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Treasurers Report:   No Treasurers report as Graham absent, but assumed this would be 

the same as last time £171.49 in the group fund, £592.40 in the Surgery Appeal Fund and 

£1286.00  in the JG Crowdfunding.    (Post meeting – Graham confirmed this to be the case) 

Any Other Business  Barbara asked about the possible requirement of volunteers to do 

vaccinations or marshalling etc. but no information about this is available at present.   Several 

members  gave good reports on how the  flu clinics had been organised including Sarah, Mike and 

Pam who had received very positive feedback from  one of the District counsellors. 

Date and Time of Next Meeting – Tuesday February 2nd 2021 at 6.30 p.m.  – on Zoom 

Pam Bates 

Minutes Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


